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Telephones  Kettering  2475 


Area  Health  Office, 
75  London  Road, 
Kettering, 


July,  1972. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Desborough. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Harvey  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Environmental 
Health  of  the  Urban  District  of  Desbdrough. 

The  statistics  relating  to  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1971 
are  given  on  page  5 and  are  satisfactory. 

Little  serious  Infectious  Illness  occurred  during  the  year.  There 
was,  however,  one  fatal  infant  case  of  Viral  Encephalitis,  two  cases  of 
Pood  Poisoning  and  three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  Tuberculosis  Register  now  holds  only  five  cases.  There  were  no 
new  cases  notified  during  the  year  and  in  fact  there  has  not  been  a new 
case  of  Tuberculosis  notified  since  1968. 

Vaccination  against  Measles  was  introduced  in  1968.  Prior  to  that 
time  in  a year  when  a Measles  outbreak  occurred  it  was  customary  to  re- 
cord a large  number  of  cases  of  the  disease,  sometimes  passing  the  two 
hundred  mark.  Forty  cases  of  Measles  occurred  in  1971  and  this  is  the 
largest  number  of  cases  that  has  occurred  in  any  year  since  1968. 

Two  isolated  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified,  both  of  which 
were  due  to  the  same  germ  but  there  was  no  connection  between  the  cases 
which  occurred  at  different  times  of  the  year  and  there  were  no  secondary 
cases  in  either  instance. 

During  the  Summer  it  was  necessary  to  ' screen  and  keep  under  sur- 
veillance a Desborough  family  who  were  contacts  of  an  imported  case  of 
Typhoid  Fever  in  a neighbouring  town.  One  is  again  pleased  to  report 
that  in  this  case  there  were  no  secondary  cases. 

It  was  necessary  to  invoke  the  powers  conferred  by  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948  and  1951  on  three  occasions  during  the  year.  These 
Acts  require  compulsory  admission  to  hospital  in  certain  cases  of  persons 
in  need  of  care  and  attention.  Details  of  these  cases  are  given  under 
this  heading  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 
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In  May  1972,  a Learner  Swimming  Pool,  provided  by  the  Council, 
was  opened  at  Desborough  Junior  School  by  the  then  Chairman  of  the 
County- Council,  Mis.  Dora  Oxonham.  The  pool  has  been  provided  at 
a cost  of  over  £3,000.  Forty  children  can  be  accommodated  at  a 
session  and  changing  rooms  are  provided.  The  pool  is  maintained 
by  the  County  Education  Committee;  it  is  heated  and  properly  fil- 
trated and  cnJ.orinai.ea.  Tne  opening  of  the  pool  emphasised  the 
serious  concern  of  the  Council  for  the  promotion  of  Water  Safety 
and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  learning  to  swim  will  henceforth  be 
an  essential  part  of  every  child's  education  and  in  fact  each 
youngster  should  now  be  able  to  swim  before  passing  to  the  Secondary 
School. 

In  the  Autumn  I suggested  to  the  Council  that  members  of  the 
staff  should  be  offered  vaccination  against  Influenza  and  the  Council 
feadily  agreed.  Those  who  availed  of  the .offer  were  vaccinated  in 
December. 

Negotiations  are  continuing  between  the  County  Health  Authority 
and  the  General  Practitioners  of  the  Desborough  and  Rothwell  area  for 
the  provision  of  a Health  Centre.  This  project  was  referred  to  in 
my  Annual  Report  for  1970.  It  has  now  been  determined  that  the  Centre 
will  be  sited  at  Bridge  Street,  Rothwell. 

The  Hazeland  House  and  Saxon  Close  Flats  Scheme  was  completed  in 
September/October  1971,  and  was  formally  opened  on  16th  October  by 
Dr.  W.E.  Lock,  now  retired,  who  had  been  a General  Practitioner  in 
Desborough  for  many  years.  The  Scheme  includes  sheltered  accommodation 
for  the  elderly  and  infirm  and  provides  an  amenity  of  great  value  to 
the  town. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for 
their  co-operation  during  the  year  and  to  Mr.  Thorpe  and  Miss  Langley 
for  their  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.R.N.  LYNCH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL 

CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Com-parative  Statistics  for  the  Five-Year  Period  1967  to  1971 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Area  of  the  Urban  District  (acres) 

2,400 

2,400 

2,400 

2,400 

2,400 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate) 

4,800 

4,710 

4,980 

5,070 

5,270 

Number  of  Live  Births 

84 

86 

90 

106 

97 

Legitimate 

78 

82 

85 

101 

89 

Illegitimate 

6 

4 

5 

5 

8 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

17.5 

18.3 

18.1 

20.9 

18.4 

Number  of  Still  Births 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

11  o.83 

- 

- 

- 

10.2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

0£22 

- 

- 

- 

0.2 

Number  of  Deaths 

55 

56 

57 

62 

58 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

11.5 

11.9 

11.4 

12.2 

11.0 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Number  of  Infant  Deaths 

- 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Infantile  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

- 

11.6 

11.1 

9.4 

30.9 

Neonatal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

- 

11.6 

- 

- 

20.6 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 

births 

- 

11.6 

- 

- 

- 

Perinatal  Mortality  rate  (still  births  and 
deaths  under  one  week  combined  per  1,000 
total  live  and  still  births) 

11.8 

11.6 

- 

- 

3-0.2 

Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
including  late  effects 

- 

- 

- 

• - 

- 

Deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Neoplasms 

7 

12 

14 

12 

13 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Deaths  from  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
(under  two  years  of  age) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Deaths  from  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 
Polioencephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Natural  increase#  in  population,  i.e. 

increase  of  births  over  deaths 

' 29 

30 

33 

44 

39 

5 


Area  (Acres)  ... 
Census  Population 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


2,400 


Year  Males  Females 

1951  2,270  2,409  4,679 

1961  2,240  2,315  4,555 

1971  5,294 

Population  (Registrar  General's  mid-year  estimate  197l)  5,270 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1951  1,563 

1961  • o • . ..  •••  ...  . ..  1,685 

1971  •••  » • » . . . •••  • e • 2, 071 

Rateable  Value  . . . . . . . * « . . . • • • £197 , 305 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  £1,900 

******************** 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS.  INCLUDING  CHIEF  OCCUPATIONS  OF 

THE  INHABITANTS 


The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  as  follows:-  the 
manufacture  of  footwear,  corsets  and  cardboard  boxes.  Farming  and 
the  great  Corby  Steel  Works  of  the  British  Steel  Corporation  also 
provide  employment. 

The  social  conditions  of  the  District  are  satisfactory  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  the  ratep^  unemployment  in  the  area  was  2.0$ 
of  the  working  population with  the  National  Rate  of  4.3$.  The  density 
of  the  population  is  2.2  persons  per  acre  and  the  Housing  Factor  is 
2.5  persons. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  1971 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  

47 

42 

89 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ... 

JL 

-A 

J3 

51 

46  r. 

97 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

18.4 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (comparability  factor  1.29) 

23.7 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

_ 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  ...  

- ~* 

. ~ 

ii 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  (Live  and  Still)  ... 

10.2 

DEATHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Number  registered  all  causes  ...  ...  ... 

37 

21 

58 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

11.0 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (Comparability  factor  0.88) 

9.7 

DEATHS  FROM  CERTAIN  SPECIFIED  CAUSES 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Cardio-vascular  disease  (all  forms) 

18 

5 

23 

Malignant  neoplasms  (all  forms) 

8 

5 

13 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

3 

3 

6 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 

3 

3 

6 

DEATHS  FROM  MATERNAL  CAUSES 

- 

- 

- 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  (under  one  year)  

2 

1 

3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

30.9 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

33.7 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births 

- 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  (under  four  weeks)  

1 

1 

2 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births... 

20.6 

Early  Neohatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  10.2 
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List 

No 


Cause  of  Death 


B18  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
B19(4)Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  • •• 
Bl9(6)Kalignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 


B19 (9 Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 
819(lO) Leukaemia  


828 

B29 

B30 


B19(ll)0ther  Kalignant  Neoplasms  ... 
B46(5)0ther  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 
826  Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

B27  Hypertensive  Disease  

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  *.* 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

B46(6)other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

B32  Pneumonia  » 

B33( ll) Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ... 

B46(7)0ther  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

B34  Peptic  Ulcer*..  

B37  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

B46(lO)Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

B42  Congenital  Anomalies  

B43  Birth  Injury,  Difficult.  J-abour,  etc. 

BE47  Kotor  Vehicle  Accidents  * 

B248  All  Other  Accidents  ••• 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 


Sex 


M 
F 
M 
F 
M 
F 
M 
M- 
F 
M 
F 
M 
F 
M 
F 
M 
F 
M 
F 
M 
F 
M 
F 
| M 
I F 


M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

I F 

! M 
! F 

I * 

I F 

! M 

i F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 


All 

Ages 


12 

3 


37 

21 


Under 

4 Weeks 


4 Weeks 

under  1 


COMMENTS  0?  VITAL  STATISTICS 


POPULATION.  The  Registrar  General's  mid-year  estimate  of  the 
population  (l97l)  ”as  5,270  and  that  is  290  more  than  the  mid- 
year estimate  for  1970. 

BIRTHS.  There  were  97  live  births- in  1971  that  is  9 less  than 
revious  year.  This  gives  a crude  birth  rate  of  18.4 
per  1,000  head  of  population.  Thi  rate,  standardised  on  the 
basis  of  the  age  and  sex  composition  of  the  population,  gives 
an  adjusted  rate  of  23.7.  The  adjusted,  or  corrected  birth  rate 
is  obtained  by  multiplying  the  crude  rate  by  a figure  known  as 
the  Comparability  Factor.  The  factor  for  Desborough  is  1.29. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  of  23.7  for  1971  compares  with  the  rate 
of  27.0  for  1970  and  the  provisional  crude  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  of  16.0  per  1,000  head  of  population. 

DEATHS.  Th^re  were  53  deaths  from  all  causes  in  1971,  that  is 
864  less  than  in  1970,  giving  a crude  death  rate  of  11.0  and  an 
adjusted  rate  of  9.7  per  1,000  head  of  population.  The  Compara- 
bility Factor  in  this  case  for  Desborough  is  0.88.  The  provisional 
crude  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  11.6. 

DISPOSAL  OF  THE  DEAD.  Of  the  58  deaths  during  the  year,  57  bodies 
were  disposed  of  by  cremation  at  Kettering  Borough  Crematorium, 
giving  a percentage  virtually  of  100. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.  There  were  three  deaths  under  one  year  of 
age  and  this  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  30.9  per  1,000 
live  births.  There  were  two  Neonatal  Deaths  and  the  rate  is 
20.6  per  1,000  live  births.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  and 
Neonatal  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  were  18.0  and  12.0  respectively. 

The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows:- 

' 

Age  Sex  Cause  of  Death 

19  days  M Respiratory  Failure.  Respiratory  Distress  Syndrome.  Prematuij 
2 weeks  F Congestive  Cardiac  Failure.  Congenital  Heart  Disease. 

19  weeks  M Viral  Encephalitis. 

STILL  BIRTHS.  There  was  one  Still  Birth  in  1971  giving  a rate  of 
10.2  per  1,000  live  and  still  births.  The  Still  Birth  Rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  12.0.  I append  particulars  , of  this  death. 

Sex  Cause  of  Death 

F Anoxia.  Placental  Insufficiency.  Placental  Infarction. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY.'  There  were  no  deaths  classed  to  Pregnancy  and 
Childbirth.  I 
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SECTION  B 


general  provision  of  health  services 

In  subsequent  section^  full  details  will  be  found  relating  to 
infectious  diseases  and  environmental  health  within  the  Urban  District, 
for  which  services  the  Council  is  directly  responsible. 

The  present  section  relates  to  those  health  services  which  concern 
more  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  individual  rather  than  public  health 
and  the  community.  The  Health  Committee  of  the  Northamptonshire  County 
Council  is  reponsible  for  the  administration  of  many  of  these  services 
under  Part  III  of  the  1946  National  Health  Service  Act. 

Liaison  between  County  Council  services  and  District  Council  services 
is  facilitated  by  the  fact  that  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  a 
School  Medical  Officer  and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Northampton  is  available  for  the 
examination  of  specimens  in  connection  with  the  diagnosis  and  control 
of  infectious  diseases.  Twenty-six  faeces  and  three  urine  specimens 
were  examined  during  1971» 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  assisted  by  the  St. 

John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

DOMICILIARY  SERVICES 

These  include  District  Nurses,  Midwives  and  Health  Visitors,  who  are 
all  highly  trained,  qualified  nurses  on  the  staff  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer.  The  Home  Help  Service; , also  provided  by  the  County  Council,  is 
proving  more  and  more  valuable  in  relieving  people  of  domestic  worries 
during  periods  of  illness  or  confinement,  and  in  helping  old  folks  to 
remain  in  their  own  homes,  so  that  they  can  retain  their  treasured  inde- 
pendence. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 

1.  Out-Patients  Clinics  Provided  at  Kettering  &1 District  General  Hospital 


Chest 


Monday 

Friday 


Dental 

Dermatology 


Thursday  9o 00a.m. 

Monday  9 • 00a.m.  (3rd) 
Tuesday  1.30p.m. 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 


Tuesday  9.00a<>m. 
Thursday  2.00p.m. 


Ceriatric3 


Monday  9.00a.m. (1st,  2nd  4th  & 5th) 
Wednesday  2.00p.m. 


Gynaecology  and  Obstetrics 


Monday  9» 00a.m. 
Tuesday  2.00p.m. 


Thursday  2.00p.m. 
Friday  1.30p.m. 
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Out-Patients  Clinics  Provided  at  Kettering  & District  General  Hospital 


G.U.  Cystoscopy 

Thursday  8.30a.m. 

General  Medicine 

Monday  2.00  p.m. 

Wednesday  8.30a.m. 

Thursday  2.00p.m.  (lst  and  3rd) 

Friday  8.30a.m. 

P^rsical  Medicine 

Tuesday  2.00p.m. 

Wednesday(alt)a.m.  or  p.m.  (Electromyography) 

Ophthalmology 

Monday  10a.m.  (lst,  3rd  & 5th) (Children's  Eye 
Wednesday  9.00a.m.  Clinic) 
Friday  9.00p.m. 

Orthopaedic 

Monday  2.00p.m. 

Wednesday  8.30a.m. 

Thursday  2.00p.m. 

Orthodontics 

Monday  9.15a.m.  and  2p.m. 

Tuesday  9.15  a.m. 

Wednesday  9.15a.m.  and  2.00p.m. 

Paediatrics 

Thursday  9.00a.m. 

Plastic  Surgery 

Wednesday  (lst)  -10.30a.m. 

Psychiatry 

Monday  9.00a.m.  (Child  & Family) 

Monday  2.00p.m.  (lst  & 3rd)(Child  & Family) 
Wednesday  2.00p.m. 

Thursday  8.45a.m.  (Child  & Family) 

Thursday  1.30p.m. 

Radiotherapy 

Wednesday  2.00p.m. 

Thursday  (2nd  & 4th)  2.00p.m. 

Combined  Radio therapy/Surgery 

Monday  2.00p.m.  (4th) 

Wednesday  2.00p.m.  (lst) 

General  Surgery 

Monday  9.00a.m. 

Monday  2.00p.m.  (2nd) 

Tuesday  9.00  a.m. 

Wednesday  8.30a.m. 

Friday  2.00p.m. 

Venereal  Disease 

(Women) 

(Men) 

Tuesday  4 p.m.  - 5.30p.m. 

Tuesday  5.30p.m.  - 7.00p.m. 

Wart  Clinic 

Monday  2.00p.m.  (lst,  3rd  and  5th) 

An  appointment  system  is  operated  for  all  the  above  clinics  except  that 
for  Venereal  Disease • 


A Casualty  and  daily  Fracture  Clinic,  covered  by  an  Orthopaedic  Surgeon, 
is  held  at  Kettering  General  Hospital  from  9.00a.m,  to  11.00a.m.  eachpla*) 
except  Saturday  and  Sunday.  's' 


IZ. 


Venereal  Disease  Clinic  - Northampton  General  Hospital 

(Women)  Monday  5.15p.m.  - 6.30p.m. 

Friday  2.15p.m.  - 3. 30p.m. 

(^en)  Wednesday  2.00p.m.  - 3.00p.m. 

Friday  5.00p.m.  - 6.30p.m. 

Ver-;- --T'.r.hire  County  Council  - Health  Clinic.  39  Station  Road 

Desborouah . 

Child  Health  Clinic  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  2.00p.m. 

Relaxation  Classes  for  Expectant 

Mothers  Monday  2.00p.m. 

Sale  of  Welfare  Foods  (National 

Dried  Milk  & Vitamin  Preparations)  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  2.00p.m.  - 4.00p, 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Poliomyelitis  and 
Tetanus  and  vaccination  against  Smallpox  are  free  services,  available 
either  from  the  family  doctor  or  at  the  County  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 
Certain  age  groups  of  children  can  also  be  given  B.C.G.  vaccination  to  r 
protect  against  Tuberculosis;  this  is  done  through  the  School  Health 
Service. 

A vaccine  for  the  protection  of  infants  against  Measles  is  available 
and,  in  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the  County  Health  Department,  a 
campaign  for  the  control  of  and,  it  is  hoped,  ultimate  eradication  of 
this  disease,  was  commenced  in  the  Autumn  of  1968. 

Geriatric  Clinic 

This  clinic,  which  is  conducted  by  a local  General  Practitioner,  was 
commenced  in  September,  1966,  and  the  following  details  have  been 
supplied  by  him. 

The  clinic  is  held  once  monthly  at  the  Health  Clinic  in  Station  Road, 
Desborough.  The  patients  attending  are  selected  by  the  Doctor  from 
his  National  Health  Service  List  and  as  a general  rule  consist  mainly 
of  old  people  with  chronic  diseases!  who  live  alone.  Many  of  the 
patients  have  been  in  the  care  of  the  Geriatric  Department  at  St.  Mary's 
Hospital,  Kettering.  The  average  attendance  is  about  sixteen. 

Each  new  patient  is  given  a physical  check  - blood  pressure,  urine 
test,  rough  eye  test  and  haemoglobin  estimation.  Further  investi- 
gation is  made  where  necessary. 

All  patients  attending  need  transport  and  this  is  provided  by  a 
mini-bus  hired  from  a local  garage,  and  paid  for  by  a grant  from 
the  Northamptonshire  County  Council.  A voluntary  worker  travels 
with  the  bus. 
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Geriatric  Clinic  , 

The  Doctor  is  assisted  at  the  Clinic  by  a Health  Visitor  and  a 
District  Nurse  who  deal  with  any  social  problems,  financial  help 
etc.  and  assist  the  Doctor  in  the  examination  and  treatment  of 
the  patients.  A cup  of  tea  is  provided  and  some  simple  health 
education  is  given  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

These  clinics  are  successful  in  the  view  of  the  Doctor  who  conducts 
them  and  they  ease  the  load  of  Geriatric  visiting  which  is  consider- 
able in  this  area. 

TOWN  WELFARE  COMMITTEE 

This  voluntary  committee  aims  at  the  relief  of  the  aged,  sick  and 
needy  in  the  Town.  Over  600  home  and  hospital  visitswere  made  during 
the  year.  In  1971  approximately  £554  was  paid  out  by  the  Committee  in 
cash  and  kind. 

The  Heals  on  Wheels  Service,  mentioned  in  the  next  Section,  received 
a grant  of  £80.86  from  this  Committee. 

A grant  of  £100  was  made  towards  the  Chiropody  Service;  21  clinics 
were  held  and  over  400  treatments  were  given  at  these  clinics  or  at  the 
patient's  home. 

The  sum  of  £68  was  given  towards  the  cost  of  a colour  television  for 
use  at  Hazeiand  House. 

400  Christmas  parcels  were  given  to  the  elderly  people  and  handicanned 
children  and  to  former  inhabitants  now  resident  in  St.  Mary's  and  St.  Crispin' 
Hospitals  or  homes  for  the  elderly. 

Five  patients  suffering  from  Chest  or  Heart  Diseases  are  under  the  care 
of  this  Committee. 

MEALS  ON  WHEELS  SERVICE 

Thirty-eight  meals  have  been  served  twice  a week  and  the  total  number  of 
meals  served  in  1971  was  3,780.  The  Service  is  administered  by  the  W.R.V.S. 
and  is  partially  subsidised  by  the  Town  Welfare  Committee. 

WOMEN'S  ROYAL  VOLUNTARY  SERVICE 

In  addition  to  the  work  outlined  in  the  last  paragraph,  the  W.R.V.S. 
continue  to  administer  the  Hospital  Car  Service.  It  is  mainly  used  in 
taking  patients  to  and  from  Occupational  Therapy  Sessions. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE!  ACTS,  1948  and  1951  - Section  47 

These  Acts  empower  Local  Authorities  to  require  compulsory  admission  to 
hospital  in  certain  cases  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

I was  asked  to  consider  application  of  this  Section  in  four  cases  during 
1971.  One  of  these  cases  was,  however,  admitted  voluntarily  to  hospital  but 
a Magistrate's  Order  was  required  in  the  other  cases. 

The  first  Order  was  obtained  in  January  in  respect  of  a lady  of  84  years 
of  age  who  was  subsequently  admitted  to  Glapthom  Road  Hospital,  Oundle.  The 
other  two  cases  concerned  two  sisters  both  of  whom  were  over  90  years  of  age 
who  would  not  hear  of  going  into  hospital  until  the  compulsory  powers  were 
applied  about  Christmas.  I am  glad  to  say  that  these  elderly  sisters  both 
settled  down  well  after  admission  to  hospital. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

OF  THE  AREA 


REPORT  BY 
N.  THORPE 

M.R.SLH.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Cert.  Heat  and  Foods,  R.S.H. 
Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector 

SECTION  C 

sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area 


'.'.'A TER  SUPPLY 

The  Kid-Northamptonshire  Water  Board  has  maintained  a good  supply 
of  Water,  both  in  quality  and  quantity,  throughout  the  year.  Bacterio- 
logical examinations  of  the  supply  were  made  by  the  Board  weekly  and 
the  results  were  very  satisfactory. 

FLUORIDE  CONTENT  OF  TFT  W/.~ ER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  contains  0.3  parts  of  naturally  occurring  Fluorine 
.per  million  parts  of  water. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

A satisfactory  effluent  is  being  maintained. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT 

The  house  refuse  tip  and  the  sewage  works  have  been  treated  during 
the  year  at  intervals.  Both  sites  have  been  kept  free  of  rats.  1C$  of 
the  sewer  manholes  in  the  District  have  been  treated,  all  with  negative 
results. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

A weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained 
during  the  year.  Harket  Harborough  U.D.C.  jointly  use  the  Pipewell  Road  tip. 

A full  time  tip  attendant  properly  equipped  with  mechanical  aids  is  available 0 
Conditions  of  the  tip  are  greatly  improved,  "controlled  tipping"  is  adequately 
and  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

FACTORIES  ACT.  1961 

Forty  inspections  of  factories  were  made.  The  total  number  of  out- 
workers in  Sjeptember,  1971,  was  4 all  engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing 
apparel. 

Prescribed  particulars  of  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961, 
are  to  be  found  $t  the  end  of  this  report. 

OFFICES .E-CPS  AND  ” WAY  PREMISES  ACT.  1963 

Seventy-nine  general  inspections  were  made  of  registered  premises  during 
the  year  and  two  new  premises  were  registered. 
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SECTION  D 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  ACTS 


houses 

Fort3r-seven  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise  during 
the  year  and  a further  forty-eight  were  under  construction. 

:-:;.2si-u;p  house  and  saxon  close  flats 

During  the  year,  Hazeland  House,  consisting  of  eight  2 person  and 
sixteen  1 person  flatlets  together  with  Warden's  accommodation  was  com- 
pleted, and  formally  opened  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.E.  Lock  on  the  loth  October. 

Hazeland  House  has  a large  lounge  with  kitchen  and  store  annexe,  a 
laundry  and  utility  rooms.  A furnishing  appeal  launched  during  the  year 
was  generously  supported  and  as  a result  the  residents  are  able  to  enjoy 
comfortable  armchairs,  a colour  television  set,  up  to  date  washing  and 
drying  equipment  and  many  other  useful  items.  The  whole  building  is 
centrally  heated  and  provided  with  emergency  lighting  in  the  event  of  a 
failure  of  the  main  e.l  -ctrical  supply. 

The  scheme  was  designed  by  the  County  Architect  and  coat  approximately 

£87,000. 

Also  completed  during  the  year  were  sixteen  flats  in  Saxon  Close 
together  with  a service  road  and  car  parking. 

Saxon  Close  flats  comprise  an  equal  number  of  2 and  3 person  flats 
and  are  self-contained,  centrally  heated  and  built  to  Parker-Morris 
standards,  costing  approximately  £56,000  for  the  sixteen  units. 

Hazeland  House  and  nine  of  the  Saxon  Close  flats  are  linked  to  the 
Warden's  office  by  an  electric  alarm  system. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  ACTS 

Works  under  these  Acts  for  the  purpose  of  rectifying  defects  and 
abating  nuisances  have  been  continued  throughout  the  year  and  the  following 
tables  give  details  of  the  routine  work  carried  out. 

l).  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses 

1.  (a)  No.  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  57 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  114 

2.  (a)  No.  of  houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  Consolidation  Regulations  8 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  16 

3.  No.  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  so  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ' 8 

4.  Dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  under  preceding  head) 

not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation...  — 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notice 

. lo.  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  145 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  ACTS 


3.  fiction  under  Statutory  Powers:- 

Proceedings  under  Housing  Act,  1959:- 

1.  No#  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  repairs  

2#  No#  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  by  owners 
or  the  Local  Authority  after  service  of  formal  notice 


4# 


Housing  Programme :- 

a#  1#  No.  of  houses  demolished  ...  20 

2#  No.  of  houses  empty  awaiting  demolition. - 

3#  No.  of  houses  awaiting  action  at  31st  December  1971  10 


b.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

1.  No.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2.  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  serving  notices  

c.  Proceedings  under  Housing  Act,  1959:- 

1.  No.  of  houses  represented  as  being  unfit  ... 

2.  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made 


3. 


No.  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demo- 
lition orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  «• 


4.  No.  of  houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under- 
taking given  by  owners  and  still  in  force  ... 

d.  Rent  Act,  1957:- 

1.  No.  of  certificates  applied  for  

2.  No.  of  notices  of  proposals  to  issue  certificates 

3.  No.  of  undertakings  by  landlord ... 

4.  No.  of  certificates  issued  


e.  Housing  Repair  and  Rent  Acts:- 

1.  No.  of  private  house  inspections  made  as  a result 

of  grant  applications  or  inquiries  

2.  No.  of  Council  house  inspections  made  for  grant 

purposes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

3.  No.  of  applications  for  discretionary  grants 

during  the  year. ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


2 

1 

8 

8 

1 

8 


39 

12 

1 
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4.  e. 

Housing  Repair  and  Rent  Acts:- 

4« 

No.  of  applications  for  standard  grants  during 

20 

5. 

No.  of  application  for  discretionary  grants 
approved  during  the  year  ...  ...  ... 

... 

_ 

6. 

No.  of  applications  for  standard  grants  approved 
during  the  year  

19 

7* 

No.  of  private  houses  improved  during  the  year 

.. . 

19 

8. 

No.  of  Council  houses  provided  with,  standard 
amenities  during  the  year  0 . . 

... 

12 

9o 

^otal  no.  of  private  houses  improved  ... 

. . • 

306 

10. 

Total  no.  of  Council  houses  provided  with 
standard  amenities  

. . • 

137 

HOUSING 

ACT 

, 1969.  QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES. 

1.  No 

. of 

applications  for  Qualification  Certificates... 

... 

2 

o 

c\j 

. of 

Certificates  issued  under  Section  44(l)  ... 

. .. 

- 

3.  No 

. of 

Certificates  issued  under  Section  44(2)  ... 

... 

2 

SAN I TAR 

Y INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

During  the  year  88  complaints  relative  to  duelling  houses  were 
investigated.  Informal  action  was  taken  in  each  case.  The  nuisances 
referred  mainly  to  minor  housing  structural  defects  and  drainage. 

In 

tenants 

action 

add 

of 

was 

ition  to  the  foregoing,  987  complaints  were  received  from 
Council  houses  relative  to  defects.  In  each  case  appropriate 
taken. 

MORTUARY  PA 

CILITISS 

The  mo 

rtuary  was  not  used  during  the  year. 

COMMON 

LODG 

ING  HOUSES 

There 

are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  area. 

STORAGE 

OF 

PETROLEUM  SPIRIT 

There  are  16  licensed  petroleum  spirit  installations  in  the  District. 
All  installations  are  inspected  and  tested  prior  to  a licence  being  issued. 
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SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND 
SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


ition 


::r-:'ric:  a:::)  supervision  of  food 


: :ln  and  A-'-aiis  gannaal  peculations,  1958 

There  are  two  dairies  registered  under  the  above  regulations, 
in  a ■ factory  condition. 


I give  be  lev:  a rile  setting  out  the  number  of  animals  killed,  the 
number  inspected,  and  the  number  affected  with  disease. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  as  a result  of  inspection, 
was  5 cwt . , 2 qrs.  7 lb.  Of  that,  1 cwt.  16  lbs.  were  affected  with 
Tuberculosis. 

100  per  cent  inspection  of  animals  killed  was  maintained  during  the 
year.  Of  the  two  licensed  slaughterhouses,  one  did  not  operate  at  all 

■ private  slau;  rterhouse  closed  down  on  the 
20th  June,  1971.  The  licences  for  both  of  these  have  not  been  renewed. 


CARCASES  AND  ONI 

AL  INSPECTED 

AND 

CONDEMNED 

IN  MOLE  OR  IN  PA: 

RT 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lahbs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  

295 

- 

- 

643 

369 

1,307 

Number  inspected  

295 

- 

- 

643 

369 

1,307 

All  diseases  excent  T.B. 

’dhole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

27 

_ 

- 

12 

26 

65 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.B.  ... 

9.16# 

1.85#  7.05# 

4.97# 

Tuberculosis  only 

Mole  carcases  condemned  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

15 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

/•  i^7o 

Tuberculosis  

Cysticerfosis  ...  ...  ... 

msm 

/* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

One  item  which  is  pleasing  to  note  is  the  drop  over  the  Lpast  174- 
years  of  the  number  of  animals  affected  with  tuberculosis,  as  a matter 
of  interest  I set  out  below  the  weight  of  tubercular  meat  and  offal 


condemned 

in  the 

years 

1954  - 

1971. 

Year 

Tons 

Cwts. 

. Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Year 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

*1954 

3 

9 

0 

17 

1963 

- 

2 

0 

19 

1955 

5 

17 

3 

21 

1964 

- 

4 

1 

7 

1956 

5 

18 

3 

5 

1965 

- 

3 

3 

18 

1957 

2 

6 

1 

27 

1966 

- 

3 

2 

5 

1958 

2 

14 

1 

5 

1967 

- 

3 

2 

22 

1959 

1 

7 

3 

15 

1968 

- 

4 

3 

14 

1960 

- 

11 

2 

16 

1969 

- 

- 

3 

17 

1961 

- 

4 

1 

4 

1970 

- 

- 

3 

17 

1962 

- 

5 

3 

14 

1971 

- 

1 

- 

16 

♦Meat  Inspection  in  1954  commenced  in  July  of  that  year. 


OTHER  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED  - 363  lbs. 

FISH  FRYING 

There  are  two  fish  frying  establishments  both  were  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  state  throughout  the  year. 

BAKEHOUSE 

There  is  only  one  bakehouse  in  the  town.  It  has  not  been  used 
during  the  year. 

ICE  CREAK  - HEAT  TREATMENT  REGULATIONS  . 1947  - 52 

Th-re  are  no  licensed  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  in  the  Urban 
Area.  All  ice  cream  sold  in  the  area  is  pre-packed.  The  number  of 
registrations  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  is  23. 

CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN 

Notices  are  continued  to  be  displayed  in  all  food  shops  requesting 
shoppers,  in  the  interest  of  hygiene,  not  to  bring  dogs  into  the 
premises. 
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"::d  hyoiibr  roguiatiobs.  iqvq 

There  are  32  food  premises  in  the  area,  made  up  as  follows 
16  Grocery 
6 Butchers 
3 Confectionery 
3 Greengrocers 
2 Fishfriers 
2 Cafes 

Bo.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  18 
(Provision  of  wash-hand  Basins ) 

Bo.  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  21  applies  ... 

•(Washing  facilities  for  food  and  equipment) 

Bo.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  21 

POULTRY  IBSPECTIOW 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  District. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  put  on  record  my  thanks  for  the 
continued  help  and  support  of  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee. 
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SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF. 

AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

********** 

ADMINISTRATION  OF 

FACTORIES  ACT 


SECTION  F 


r:~r  (t.  : .c-icl's  diseases)  regulations,  i?68 


The  infectious  diseases  to  he 
Health  are:- 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Acute  Meningitis 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Anthrax 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery  (Amoebic  or 
Bacillary) 

Pood  Poisoning 
Infective  Jaundice 
Leprosy 
Leptospirosis 

1*4 cl  2.  cl 27 i-S. 


notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 

Measles 

Oph  A nlmia  Neonatorum 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
P lague 

Relapsing  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Tuberculosis 

Typhoid  Fever 

Typhus 

Whooping  Cough 
Yellow  Fever 


?al"a:eyce  r~  c'.^r  infectious  diseases 


Forty-seven  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  to  me  during 
the  year.  The  notifications  received  were  as  follows:-  forty  cases  of 
Measles,  one  case  of  Infectious  Hepatitis,  two  cases  of  Salmonella,  three 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  case  of  Viral  Encephalitis. 

MEASLES 

Forty  cases  were  notified  compared  with  2 notifications  in  1970. 

diphae^ata,  '..T-rcopr.T-  conch  and  tetanus 

Routine  immunisation  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  with  Triple 
Antigen  has  again  shown  its  efficacy  in  preventing  these  diseases. 

Immunisation  is  carried  out  either  by  the  Family  Doctor  or  at  the 
Comity  Health  Department's  bi-monthly  clinics  at  Station  Road. 

POLIOMYELITIS 

This  is  the  fourth  disease  which  is  prevented  by  routine  immuni- 
sation in  infancy.  This  is  again  done  either  by  the  Family  Doctor  or 
at  the  County  Health  Department's  Clinics.  No  cases  occurred. 

o.atlc^i;"Esti::al  diseases 

There'  have  been  no  cases  of  Gastro-Intestinal  diseases  due  to 
Dysenteric  organisms.  Two  cases  of  Salmonellosis  (Salmonella  Enteritidis) 
were  notified  during  the  year. 
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INFECTIOUS  HEPATITIS 


One  case  of  Infectious  Hepatitis  was  notified  in  a girl  of  8 years* 

Four  cases  occurred  last  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

Three  cases  occurred  compared  with  one  case  in  1970. 

SMALLPOX 

There  were  no  cases.  Four  International  Certificates  of  Vaccination 
were  authenticated  by  me  in  order  to  comply  with  the  International  Sanitary 
Regulations  for  people  who  were  travelling  abroad  ~ 

LEPROSY 

The  Public  Health  (Leprosy)  Regulations,  1966  came  into  force  on  the 
1st  March,  1966.  Under  these  Regulations  cases  of  Leprosy  are  now  notifiable 
to  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  not  as  heretofore  to  the  Chief 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security.  No  notifi~ 
cations  of  Leprosy  were  received. 

CHOLERA  IN  SPAIN 

Fourteen  cases  of  Cholera  occurred  in  the  Provinces  of  Barcelona  and 
Valencia  in  the  first  week  in  September. 

It  was  necessary  to  keep  four  residents  of  this  County  District  under 
surveillance  for  a short  period  on  their  return  to  this  Country  from  holiday 
in  Spain. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

No  cases  were  notified  in  1971  and  there  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis* 
One  name  was  removed  from  the  Register,  the  patient  being  now  healed.  The 
present  state  of  the  Register  is  as  follows 


Tuberculosis 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Respiratory 

2 

1 

3 

Non-Respiratory 

- 

2 

2 

Total 

2 

3 

5 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS.  1925 

These  regulations  empower  the  Council  to  prevent  persons  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis  to  engage  in  the  milk  trade.  No  action  was  taken 
during  the  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1971 
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NEW  CASES 
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Age  Periods 
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Totals 

pi.isor-Fid  ?-i~  chars  on  the  atninistration  of  the  factories  act,  1Q61 


p 


1.  A75PECTICN3  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health,  {including  inspections 
rude  by  Public  Health  Inspectors;. 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  \ 

on  | 
Register’ 
(2) 

. NUMBER  OF 

Inspections  Written  Occupiers 
s Prosecuted 

) ■ (*) 

Factors ss  in  w LCh  Sec  t 1, 

2,3,4  and  6 are  to  be  enforced  | 
by  Local  Authorities  . \ 

2? 

40 

i (ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 

in  'which  Section  7 is  enforced  | 
by  the  Local  Authority  ... 

- 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

3.1 

Authority (ezcluding  out-workers r 
premises;  

i - 

TOTAL 

1 27 

1 

1 

0 

2o  CASAS  IN  VH-ZCE  DEFECTS  TORE  FOUND. 


Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

umber  of  Cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Referred 

Remedied  To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 
(3) (a) (5} 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
Prosecutions 
were. 

instituted 

(s) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (s.l.)  ...  1 

“ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

! Overcrowding  (S.2.)  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

! Unreasonable  temperature  (s . 3 . ) 1 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ...  ! 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

’ Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

S.6.  ) ... 

_ 



_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7;;^-  - 
(a)  Insufficient  ... 

_ 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

' Other  offences  against 
(not  including  offence.. 
j to  Outwork) • • * 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

TOTAL 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2$ 

FART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110  Section  111 
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(l)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6)(7) 


Wearing 

apparel 

Making,  etc. 
Cleaning  and 
Washing  • . • 

4 

- 

- 

- - - 

TOTAL 

4 

- 

- 

- - - 

27 


